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SUMMARY OF MEETING:

The objective of the bedclothes briefing sponsored by the Sleep Products Safety Council
(SPSC) was to provide an update on the current status of mattress and bedclothes research,
project schedules, and future research plans. The briefing also provided an opportunity for
individual companies to display applicable products at a tabletop exhibit.

After opening remarks from Russ Abolt, President of the International Sleep Products
.Association (ISPA), Gordon Damant provided an overview of the industry sponsored research
program on mattress and bedclothes flammability. Included in the presentation was a summary
of the open-flame ignition hazard analysis, the rationale for the research approach, and data
analysis of the research to date. The presentation concluded in an explanation of the need for a
bedclothes study.

Thomas Ohlemiller and Richard Gann from the National Institute of Standards and
Technology (NIST) provided further insight to the rationale behind the test program by outlining
the fire risk concepts associated with mattress and bedding fires and the reduced risks resuiting
from 2 mattress flammability standard. The fire performance of bedclothes and their effect on
mattress fire behavior was also discussed in detail as well as the details regarding the bedclothes
study. The bedclothes study will conduct fire tests involving mattress and bedclothes designs of
varying fire behavior, specifically focusing on filled bedding items (i.e. comforters, pillows).
Three mattress designs, all previously studied representing current production, a low heat release
rate, and an intermediate heat release rate, will be used.
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Gordon Damant then discussed the involvement of the California Bureau of Home
Furnishings (CBHF). CBHF is planning to initiate their own bedclothes study and to conduct
correlation studies between the burner used in California Technical Bulletin 129 (TB 129) and
the NIST burner, a double bumner developed during an earlier phase of the mattress flammability
research. The correlation study is planned to be completed by end of July, 2002.

Ryan Trainer of I[SPA and Al Klancnik of Serta, Inc. contributed to the briefing by
providing updates on current legislative activities regarding mattress flammability and a
producer’s perspective on the overall research program, respectively.

Concluding remarks estimated that a report on the bedclothes study is expected by
September, 2002.
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